
CASE STUDY

Absolute Energy was contracted by  
Coman Construction to insulate the 
new Pic’s Peanut Butter World facility in 
Stoke, Nelson. 

Pic’s PeanutPic’s Peanut
Butter WorldButter World

OVERVIEWOVERVIEW THE DEVELOPMENTTHE DEVELOPMENT

The Pic’s Peanut Butter World facility is one of 
the most iconic buildings, not only in Nelson, but 
throughout New Zealand. The project has been 
a huge partnership between Picot Productions 
and Coman Construction and is the culmination 
of almost a decade’s work between the two 
organisations.

Pic Picot started with a vision to create a 
steampunk factory which could become one of the 
great tourist attractions of Nelson, and today that 
dream has truly been realised.

One of the challenges during the construction was 
achieving a high level of finish while delivering on 
the heavy industrial style architecture. This meant 
that products and materials, such as insulation, 
that would usually be hidden, were actually visible 
and on display to the public. Selecting contractors 
and experts that could achieve the high caliber 
of finish and attention to detail required from the 
project was critical to its success.

The Pic’s development has been one of Coman 
Construction’s flagship projects and one that has 
been years of planning and development. Today the 
fabulous 3500m2 facility is a must see destination 
if you’re traveling through the region. The cafe 
boasts some of the best local coffee, there’s family 
friendly tours of the facility and it’s home to the 
world’s largest jar of peanut butter.

This is truly a unique development and Absolute 
Energy was honoured to provide both thermal and 
accoustic insulation for the building.
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CHALLENGESCHALLENGES

We caught up with Ben Coman, Managing Director 
of Coman Construction who shared a little bit 
about the project with us.

Ben Coman shared, “It’s critically important to the 
success of Coman Construction that we work with 
sub contractors that we’ve got good trust, strong 
affiliations and relationships with.” Ben goes on to 
say, “Our reputation is everything so we need to 
surround ourselves with a team of contractors and 
experts who can help us ensure we will get the job 
done to a high standard, and one that we can be 
proud of.”

“That caliber of workmanship and the level of 
delivery that was required for this project made 
selecting Absolute Energy an obvious choice.”

“We needed a sub contractor in whom we had 
one hundred percent trust and who we knew had 
the capability and performance to deliver the job. 
Absolute Energy provided us with that solution.”

Site Manager Kris Renwick of Coman Construction 
was personally responsible for the overall 
construction of the Pic’s project. He discussed how 
Absolute Energy navigated those challenges.

“Absolute Energy were involved in the thermal 
insulation which you can’t see inside the walls and 
also the acoustic insulation which for me was a 
first to have this all exposed.

“It was important to get the right level of detail and 
finish that the client and architect wanted and as 
you can see they’ve absolutly achieved that.”

The facility has been designed around a heavy 
industrial theme in which many of the raw 
construction materials are used as finished 
products. There is a lot of precast concrete and 
curved steel you wouldn’t usually see in a building.  
Insulation is a good example of this where it’s all 
out on show to the naked eye and this is what 
makes this project pretty special and one that’s out 
of the box.

Ben Coman, Managing Director Coman Constructions

“I suppose one of my favourite projects right 
now is Pic’s Peanut Butter. That building is 
awesome and we’re so glad to be a part of 
that!

In most commercial projects everything’s 
hidden so you don’t see any imperfections 
or issues, but in this project everything is 
exposed. This creates challenges because 
everything is going to be seen. It’s got to 
be right and it’s got to be accurate and the 
attention to detail is stepped up to the next 
level.”
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Unfortunately these design features also create 
challeneges as everything is going to be seen.


